
Quoddy Head Log for 10/19/08 – 10/26/08 DXpedition
Dallas Lankford,  rev. 12/21/08

receiver = Perseus, antennas = various: primarily 750 foot unterminated BOG, not phased 10/19 
or 10/20, various experimental phasings thereafter, a longer 1500 foot unterminated BOG was 
used briefly for comparison the nights of 10/24 and 10/25 but seemed to give no better 
performance than the 750 foot BOG, a 60 foot circumference amplified broadband loop and a 
high intercept active whip phased array was used occasionally for comparison and in many cases 
could be adjusted to provide less splatter than an unphased BOG, computer = Clevo D901C 
with Q9450 quad core (2.66 GHz CPU, 1.333 GHz FSB, 12 MB L2 cache @ 2.66 GB) and three 
internal 500 GB hard drives, recording = BlacX (eSATA version) hard drive caddy with 
IOGEAR 3 Gbps eSATA Express Card Adapter / 34 and 3.5 GB of external 3.5” hard drives, 
times (below) = UTC (standard time)

Quoddy Head, Maine is the Eastern most point of land in the continental USA.  I rented Quoddy 
House which is the Eastern most privately owned house in the continental USA.  There is one 
house further East, the Quoddy Head light house keeper's house (actually, a gift shop) about 
2000 feet East of Quoddy house, which closed for the winter on October 15 a few days before I 
arrived.  The log below has been taken from the Perseus recordings I made while I was at 
Quoddy house.  The 750 foot BOG started about 100 feet North of the house and ran through an 
open field at a true North azimuth of 60 degrees to a low cliff at the Lubec channel near the 
opening to the Bay of Fundy.  An AC power line ran along the road to the light house about 200 
feet to the South.  So the main power lines were about 300 to 500 feet to the South of the BOG, 
except for the feeder to the house.  Man made noise was quite low, estimated to be about 15 dB 
lower than at my house in Louisiana.  There was also a house about 300 feet to the West with a 
feeder, but the house was uninhabited and seemed not to contribute to man made noise.  A more 
detailed account of the DXpedition follows the log below.

531 Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5, 10/24, 2028 and later, male and female Spanish talkers, // 
567, bad echo at times, apparently the synchros are not well synchronized

531  Switzerland, Beromünster, DRS-1/DRS Musigwälle, 10/24, announcement by male in 
presumed Swiss German just before 0300, followed by an interval signal similar to the notes in 
the middle of the DRS-1 interval signal in the on line list , and then a male speaking in presumed 
Swiss German for several minutes until fading back into the jumble of signals, apparently this 
was sign on per Eu-Af MW Guide, which was listed as 0400, but Switzerland was on daylight 
savings time per 2008 WRTH; again on 10/24, just before 2100, “Going Back To Texas” by 
male country western singer with American accent, then a brief announcement by a male in 
presumed Swiss German followed by the part of the DRS-1 interval signal as described above, 
and then a female talker in presumed Swiss German; and yet again 10/25, from 2042 until after 
2100, almost non-stop music in a variety of styles, five complete musical selections with only 
one very brief female announcement in presumably Swiss German, part of the DRS-1 interval 
signal as described above at 2100, according to Eu-Af MW Guide the transmitter will be turned 
off at the end of 2008

531  Algeria, El Ain Beida, Alger Chaîne 1, 10/21, 2138 and later, repetitive singing or chanting, 
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// 549; presumed, 10/25, 2122 and later, male and female Arabic talkers

531  Iran, Azar Shahr, IRIB Radio Iran, per 2008 WRTH, which does not agree with Eu-Af MW 
Guide, presumed, 10/25, 2122 and later, very weak male Arabic chanting presumably the Qur'an, 
way underneath presumed Algeria

549  Algeria, Les Trembles, Alger Chaîne 1, 10/21, 2138 and later, repetitive singing or 
chanting, // 531; presumed, 10/25, found several times 0600 – 0700, male and female Arabic 
talkers, short classical music interlude noted at one point, mixing it up with country western 
religious music presumed Ireland

549  Ireland, Monaghan, presumed, 10/25, “Coast To Coast AM” program announcement in 
English at ~629:30, followed by country western religious music, trading places with Algeria

567  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5, 10/24, 2028 and later, male and female Spanish talkers, // 
531

585  Spain, Majadahonda, Radio Nacional 1, 10/19, 2200, RNE1 interval signal, male and 
female Spanish talkers

594  Portugal, Muge, Rádio Sim, 10/21, 2048 to after 2130, male talker, fade at top of the hour, 
“Anything You Want (You Got It)” by Karel Gott beginning about 2108 followed by a romantic 
song by a female presumably in Portuguese, part of Radio Sim interval signal per the on line list , 
including “Radio Sim” ID, and continuing with a male talker presumed in Portuguese with 
muffled accent, // 963; presumed, 10/22, 2238 and later, programming was romantic sounding 
songs by male and female singers presumably in Portuguese, mixing with Germany

594  Germany, various, HR-Info, presumed, 10/22, 2238 and later, programming mainly male 
and female German talkers, mixing with Portugal

603  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5, 10/23, time pips and RNE 5 interval signal shortly after 
2000 and 2100, male and female Spanish talkers in between

603  France, Tramoyes (Lyon), France Info, presumed, 10/23, male and female French talkers 
several times between 2000 and 2100

612  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 1, 10/25 – 10/26, from before 2300 to 0200 when RNE 1 
time pips and interval signal were noted, generally weak, mixing with Morocco, but strong 0100 
– 0200, possible religious program 0100 – 0130, definite religious program 0130 – 0200 with 
woman speaking in English being translated by a second woman speaking in Spanish

612  Morocco,  Sebaâ-Aioun, RTM, 10/26, 0500, sign on (?) with Morocco national anthem 
sung by mixed male and female choir accompanied by music, followed by slow male Arabic 
chanting / singing from 0500 to beyond 0600, various Arabic programming also noted from 2300 
to 0500 on 612 kHz but no Arabic programming noted on any other low band frequencies, so 
Morocco 612 may be 24 hours, but why the anthem at 0500? 
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621 Canary Islands, Tenerife, Radio Nacional 1, presumed, 10/19, RNE 1, time pips at 0000, 
then “R. Nacional de España” ID

630  Tunisia, Tunis-Djedeida, RTT, presumed, 10/24, 2043 to beyond 2100, male Arabic singer 
with violins followed by another male Arabic singer with violins and wind instrument

639  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 1, 10/25, 0300 “Radio Nacional De Espania” ID

666  Portugal, various, Antena 1, 10/23, football game from before 2000 to after 2100, // 720

666  Syria, Sabbura, Radio of Syrian Arabic Republic (2nd px), 10/25, female Arabic singer with 
middle East music faded up 2028 to 2032, NOT // Algeria 891

666  Greece, Athínai, ERA 5 Filia, presumed, 10/25, Greek singer accompanied by Greek music 
2045 - 2052 

675  The Netherlands, Lopik, R. Maria, almost certainly the one, 10/25, 0058 tune in, religious 
programming, SWB improved audio and in some cases made the signal audible when it was 
otherwise inaudible on a single BOG due to splatter

675 Libya, Benghazi, Radio Jamahiriya, 10/21, // 972, ~2039 fade up, brief male Arabic chanter, 
brief musical interlude, alternating female Arabic talker and instrumental music, then female 
Arabic talker over instrumental music, faded before 2100, then male and female Arabic talkers 
after 2100, there were occasions when one of the // faded and the other didn't; also presumed 
10/20, faded up at 2030, male Arabic talker interspersed with middle East music, replaced 2044 
by female singers accompanied with classical music presumed Holland,  male Arabic talker 
fading up over classical music 2054 and later, male and female Arabic talkers just before and 
after 2100

693  United Kingdom, BBC Radio 5 Live, various, talk show 10/25, 2357, two male talkers, 
British English, “5 Live” ID at 2359

702  Monaco, Le Col de la Madonne, RMC-Info, 10/25, from 1940 to after 2100, programming 
mainly French singers and talkers, but from 2055 to 2100 Chinese programming with male and 
female Chinese talkers which seemed to include a short Chinese – French lesson, Chinese and 
French announcements at the top of the hour, and just after 2100 an ID in French believed to be 
“Radio China International”  

711  France, Rennes-Thourie, France Info, French male talker faded up 10/23, 2205

720  Portugal, various, Antena 1, 10/23, football game from before 2000 to after 2100, // 666

720  Canary Islands, Finca España (Sta Cruz de Tenerife), Radio Nacional 5, 10/23, 2100, time 
pips and RNE 5 interval signal, way under Portugal

738  Spain, Palau de Plegamans (Barcelona), Radio Nacional 1,Spanish male and female talkers, 
10/23, 2210
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747  The Netherlands, Zeewolde (Flevoland), Radio 5, male an female talkers in Dutch, “Radio 
5” ID in Dutch, 10/23, 2201

756  Germany, Deutschlandfunk, 10/19, various, transmitters in Ravensburg and Braunschweig-
Cremlingen, musical interlude starting about 2259:15 containing brief male announcement in 
German, then a few seconds later “ Deutschlandfunk” ID just before 2300 followed by time pips

765  Switzerland, R. Suisse Romande Option, Musique, Sottens, presumed, 10/20, very good on 
peaks 0217 and later, all music, mainly French and English vocals, brief female jingle at top of 
hour followed by two word male French announcement (maybe an ID), followed by a short talk 
in French, then back to music

774  Egypt, Abis, Middle East Radio, presumed, 10/23, faded up 2151 to 2201 with male Arabic 
singer accompanied by middle East music, faded up again 2206 with female Arabic talker over 
music then faded after a few minutes, up again 2216 with male Arabic talker, and so on 
throughout the evening, very strong and clear 2336 – 2346, a het was noted on 775.3 kHz

819  Egypt, Batrah, General Programme, 10/22, middle East music through the top of the hour, 
Big ,Ben style chimes interval signal at 2100:20 similar to the chimes part of the General 
Programme interval signal per the on line list , and into female Arabic talker; presumed 10/23, 
2000 and later, Arabic music with male singer, later Arabic music with female singer, but mostly 
male and female Arabic talkers

837  France, Nancy-Nomeny, France Info, presumed, 10/25, 2027 to beyond 2100

837  Spain / Canary Islands, synchro COPE network, various, 10/19, female Spanish speaker 
said “Cadena COPE” just after 2100 

837  Azores, Pico da Barrosa - São Miguel, 10/19, male Portuguese talker after 2100 under 
Spain / Canary Islands

855  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 1, 10/22, 0100, time pips, followed by RNE 1 interval 
signal, // 1152

864  Egypt, Santah, Holy Qur'an Program presumed, 10/23, male chanting Qur'an assumed, 
faded up 2120, again 2126 over presumed France, then later 2318 and 0011

864  France, Paris – Villebon-sur-Yvette, France Bleu, 10/26, 0012, “France Bleu” ID by man in 
French, EZ listening rock and roll, often in English, with some jazz, over and under France, 
various, France Info, male and female French talkers, // 1494

873  Mozambique, Beira, Delegação de Beira, presumed, 10/19, several fighting it out on this 
frequency, from about 2037 onward, // 1026; on 10/21 an interval signal at first believed to be 
Mozambique could never be identified as such

873  Germany, Oberursel-Weißkirchen, AFN Power Network, 10/19, ~2100, “This is the 

4

http://www.intervalsignals.net/


American Forces Network” preceded by rock and roll and followed immediately by Spain time 
pips and SER interval signal, Spain either not there before the time pips or silent

873  Spain, various, 10/19, 2100 time pips followed by SER interval signal 

882  United Kingdom, BBC Radio Wales, various, 10/24, singers alternating with a DJ in 
English from 2025 tune in to 2100, “Radio BBC Wales” ID by DJ at 2049

891  Algeria, Alger, Alger Chaîne 1, 10/21, 2018 and later, female singer and “musical” drums 
followed by male Arabic talker, // 549

909 United Kingdom, BBC Radio 5 Live, various, transmitters in Dartford Tunnel, 
Bournemouth, Londonderry, Exeter, Fareham, Whitehaven, Lanner (Redruth - 2), Lisnagarvey, 
Westerglen, Clevedon, Brookmans Park and Moorside Edge, 10/19, with mention of BBC 
followed by “5 Live” ID just past 2300, all talk from what I could tell when I listened from about 
2230 to just after 2300

909  Romania, not sure which one but I will go with, Jucu, Radio Cluj / Radio România 
Actualitata, per Eu-Af MW Guide, 10/21, interval signal started about 0254 and was repeated 
three times, followed by the Romanian national anthem sung a capella by male and female choir 
(same choir as on 1053, but otherwise not // with 1053), then a similar but different interval 
signal repeated once, I believe the time pips at the hour were BBC Radio 5 Live, then a third 
interval signal repeated once, then talking in an unidentified language, but I thought I heard 
“Family Radio” (however, maybe it was not associated with Romania), then more interval signal 
like music, I should listen past the top of the hour several more times to try to obtain more 
details, sign on given as 0355 by Eu-Af MW Guide, Romania on daylight savings time until 
October 26 per 2008 WRTH, so the times agree

917  Nigeria, Yola, Radio Gotel, 10/19, 2040 and later, male talker, occasional African accent 
English words, 2109 drums with music and singing, 2117 female talker; heard again 10/21, 2059 
and later, male talker, 2106 drums (and singer?), 2108 male and femal talkers,  the carrier was 
there many times on several days when spot checked, but did not produce any other audio, 
perhaps continuous listening would have yielded more program details

918  Spain, Ctra Humera (Madrid), Radio Intercontinental, 10/21, 2100, time pips, brief female 
announcement of, I believe, the frequency, followed by 4 chime like musical notes, then a male 
Spanish announcer said “Aqui Radio Intercontinental,” two days later on 10/23, fading in and out 
2038 and later, male and female Spanish singers with orchestrral accompaniment as well as male 
Spanish talkers, no ID heard this time 

918  Syria, Al-Hassake, Radio of Syrian Arabic Republic (1st px), presumed, appeared about 
0013, 10/22 with male Arabic singer (chanter?), possibly chanting the Qur'an, accompanied by 
drums, flute(?), stringed instruments, possibly violins, quite strong and completely in the clear 
0048 – 0052, no het from 917 kHz noted

918  Syria, Al-Hassake, Radio of Syrian Arabic Republic (1st px), presumed, 10/23, same kind of 
male Arabic “singer” with music as on 10/22, so presumably this type of programming goes on 
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for hours, first noted weakly 2206, then faded up further to good level at 2213, later male Arabic 
talker interspersed with occasional brief musical fanfares, het from someone on 917 kHz where 
talking was heard but not clear enough for a guess

918  Slovenija, Ljubljana-Domzale, Radio Slovenija, 10/25, 2029:45 coo coo clock interval 
signal, but not the same as the coo coo clock interval signal for Slovenija in the on line list , 
2029:55 a second musical (not coo coo clock) interval signal believed to be Slovenija's but 
nothing like it in the on line list, 2030 “Radio Slovenija” ID, the musical interval signal again, 
and the “Radio Slovenija” ID again

927  Belgium, Wolvertem, VRT Radio 1, presumed, 10/21, 2230 to about 2300 transmitter off, 
often slow dance band type music with bass stringed instrument, sometimes with a singer, 
announcer between selections, sounded like Dutch on the one occasion I could hear the speaking 
clearly 

945  France, Toulouse-Muret, France Info, presumed, 10/23, male and female French talkers, 
faded up at 1957, faded down at the top of the hour

954  Czech Republic, various (but almost certainly Dobrochov), Ĉeský rozhlas 2/6, 10/19, 
~2200 to about 1 minute later, Czech Republic national anthem, then transmitter off, Eu-Af MW 
Guide gives sign off as 2300 which agrees with the time above because Czech Republic is on 
daylight savings time until October 26 according to 2008 WRTH

963  Tunisia, Tunis, Radio Tunisia Cultural Channel, presumed, 10/21, 2048 and later, male 
Arabic talker, followed  by classical Arabic music and male singer, silent period before top of the 
hour, no ID or interval signal, brief male Arabic chanter (?) after the top of the hour, then back 
into classical Arabic music and male singer, fading up and down for about an hour

963  Portugal, Seixal, Rádio Sim, 10/21, 2048 to after 2130, mixing with presumed Tunisia, 
male talker, fade at top of the hour, “Anything You Want (You Got It)” by Karel Gott beginning 
about 2108 followed by a romantic song by a female presumably in Portuguese, but faded when 
594 IDed at 2215, later with a male talker presumed in Portuguese with muffled accent, // 594

972  Germany, Hamburg, NDR Info presumed, 10/20, male and female German talkers faded up 
at 2131

972  Libya, Sirt, Radio Jamahiriyah, 10/21, // 675, ~2039 fade up, brief male Arabic chanter, 
brief musical interlude, alternating female Arabic talker and instrumental music, then female 
talker over instrumental music, faded before 2100, then male and female Arabic talkers after 
2100, there were occasions when one // faded and the other didn't; again 10/21, 2335 – 2345, 
male Arabic chanter, presumably the Qur'an, // 1125

981 Algeria, Ouled Fayet,  Alger Chaîne 2, 10/21, 1958, somewhat tribal sounding male singing 
with strange music, not the usual middle East Arabic style, through the top of the hour, then at 
2000:26 the musical notes part of the RTA Channel 2 interval signal per the on line list 

999  Saudi Arabia, Tabuk, BSKSA, presumed,10/25, male chanting Qur'an in Arabic 
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underneath Spain, faded up around 2010, up and down for hours thereafter

1008  The Netherlands, Zeewolde (Flevoland), GrootNieusradio, 10/23, 1946, religious song 
noted in passing, familiar melody, but not in English, several more religious songs heard to top 
of the hour, then several announcements in Dutch, including “GrootNieusradio” followed by a 
man speaking Dutch, good signal, quite clear

1017  Germany, Wolfsheim (Mainz), SWR Cont. Ra, presumed, 10/22, 0302 and later, male and 
female German talkers, difficult to get anything on this frequency because of WBZ 1030 IBOC
 
1026 Mozambique, Chimoio, Emissor Provincial Manica, presumed,  // 873 Delegacao de 
Beira, Beira, 10/19 Portuguese male talkers, 1026 in the clear from about 2037 on, except for 
occasional heavy domestic splatter; on 10/21 an interval signal at first believed to be 
Mozambique could never be identified as such

1026  Spain, various, SER, 10/24, musical notes only of the SER interval signal starting at 
2059:30, no voice  ID or other announcement, similar to but not identical to the musical notes of 
the SER interval signal in the on line list , Spanish talkers 2120, female African singer 
underneath at 2027, several possibilities

1026  Israel, Tel Aviv, Reshet Dalet (Program D), // 1206, middle East style male singer 
accompanied by middle East style music appeared several times on 10/19 and 10/23, not heard 
before 2230 or after 2330, difficult to obtain program details because of IBOC
 
1044  Morocco, Sebaâ-Aioun, RTM A/C, 10/25, male singer in Arabic at 1957 tune in after 
nulling WBZ IBOC,  followed by middle East music, then interval signal at 2000, followed by 
male Arabic talkers, over and under presunmed Spain various

1053  United Kingdom, TalkSPORT, various, 10/21, mixing it up with Romania sign on around 
0300, bad low frequency het on UK from fade up about 1930 until about 2350, after that the hret 
disappeared and program details were easily heard (mainly a male talking about sports), “Talk 
Sport” ID's, and what sounded to my ears like “Talk Talk News” ID's at the top of the hour, 
some fades now and then, occasionally strong and clear

1053  Romania, Iasi, Radio Iasi, 10/21, chimes interval signal starting about 0254, repeated 
three times, way above UK TalkSPORT,  then the Romanian national anthem sung a capella by 
male and female choir (same choir as on 909 but otherwise not // with 909), mostly below UK 
TalkSPORT, faded completely by the top of the hour, sign on given as 0355 in Eu-Af MW 
Guide, Romania would probably be impossible to hear before 2350 on this frequency because of 
the bad low frequency het until about 2350, sign on given as 0355 by Eu-Af MW Guide, 
Romania on daylight savings time until October 26 per 2008 WRTH, so the times agree

1062  Denmark, Kalundborg, DR O5, 10/25, 0335 open carrier noted, interval signal began 
0340 and was repeated 4 times with short male voice announcements in between, the musical 
notes and voice in between was very nearly the same as the same as the first part (beginning with 
musical notes and ending with the first voice announcement) of the “Radio P5 (1062 kHz)” 
interval signal in the on line list , the only word I could understand was “kHz”, a female with a 
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short announcement, two pips, the second pip at 0345, a second female with a longer 
announcement who mentioned Denmark and temperature, then faded down, but faded back up 
just before 0400 with country music, a female announcer at the top of the hour mentioned 
Denmark again, all announcements in Danish, beautiful, like a local signal on peaks, Eu-Af MW 
Guide lists sign on as 0445, sign on given as 0355 by Eu-Af MW Guide, Denmark on daylight 
savings time until October 26 per 2008 WRTH, so the times agree

1062  Italy, various, RAI Radio 1, 10/22, 2050 and later, mostly male Italian talkers, one short 
musical selection, interval signal at ~2100 consisting of part of RAI Radio 1 interval signal in the 
on line list , //1575, very pronounced echo presumably due to synchros not quite synchronized; 
again 10/23, 2011 and later, // 1575, male and female talkers with background music, ~2018 
female adult and female child talkers, moderate echo sometimes heard presumably due to 
synchros not quite synchronized or perhaps propagation differences 

1071  Spain, Bilbao, Euskadi Irratia, 10/22, 1930 and later, // 1197, four piano note interval 
signal which was the last four notes of the first part of the interval signal in the on line list was 
heard at 2158 and 2258, but not at 2058, a brief announcement by a male was heard at the top of 
the hour, but no ID, then a short interval signal type musical piece which finished with the last 
three notes of the interval signal in the on line list, very clear top of the hour at ~2000 on this 
frequency, female talker after the top of the hours, male talkers at other times

1080  Iran, Abadan, IRIB 1 / VOIRI (VOIRI: 0330-2130), 10/22, 2058 – 2103 and later, // 1161, 
Arabic male chanting slow presumably the Qur'an

1088  Angola, Mulenvos, Radio Nacional de Angola, presumed, 10/19, 2132 - 2135, dance band 
music with male crooner, sounded like American accent English, carrier faded up and down 
many time during the evening of 10/19 and into the early morning hours of 10/20, but no other 
audio was heard during many spot checks 

1089  United Kingdom, various, TalkSPORT, presumed  10/24, 0332, at least two different 
programs, one a female advertising something for 179.99, and two male talkers, all in English, I 
did not spend any time trying to figure out what she was selling or what they were talking about

1089  Russia, Tbilisskaya, Russian International Radio / Yevangelskiye Chteniya, 10/23, male 
talker in Russian faded up about 1940, long instrumental Pictures At An Exhibition interval 
signal (Voice Of Russia World Service interval signal per the on line list ) just after 2000, end of 
RIR Russian service and beginning of YC Russian service according to the Eu-Af MW Guide, 
then briefly a male Russian talker followed by a brief a capella choir selection, then the male 
Russian talker again faded down, returned later about 2011; two days later 10/25, ~2000, long 
instrumental Pictures At An Exhibition interval signal (Voice Of Russia World Service interval 
signal) preceded by a male singer and followed by a woman speaking what sounded like 
Russian, followed by a man speaking Russian with good strength 2004 and later, very clear at 
times, mixing with United Kingdom and middle East music, presumed Saudi Arabia or Algeria

1107  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5, 10/19, 2017 and later, modern jazz, followed by male 
Spanish talker, // 1125, “Radio Cinco” ID by female Spanish speaker at 2030
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1107  Italy, Roma, RAI Radio 1, 10/19, from before 2258 to after 2302, // 1116

1107  Serbia, Novi Sad, Radio Beograd 1, 10/19, 2300:12, interval signal similar to part of the 
interval signal per the on line list (the IS notes I heard following chime(s?) and a voice 
announcement had the same 6 frequencies as the one in the on line list, but was not played by the 
same musical instrument(s), and there may have been more than one chime at the beginning of 
the interval signal I heard) preceded by light classical music, the classical music was under Spain 
RNE 5 and Italy which had mostly, if not completely, faded before the top of the hour, classical 
music heard many times after 2300, to 10/24, 0300 and beyond, sometimes fairly lengthy 
classical music segments, occasionally quite clear, and small bits of the interval signal heard 
several times at the top of the hour, but none as clear and complete as at 2300

1116  Spain, various, SER, 10/24, 2030 and later, male Spanish talker, SER interval signal, male 
and female Spanish talkers

1116  Italy, various, RAI Radio 1, 10/22, 2101 and later, faded up with male Italian talker, 
followed by female Italian talker, // 1575

1125  Libya, El Beida, Radio Jamahiriya, 10/21, 2335 – 2345, male Arabic chanter, presumably 
the Qur'an, // 972

1125  Belgium, Houdeng, RTBF Vivacité, presumed, 10/21, 2201 and later, male French talker

1125  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5, 10/19, 2017 and later, modern jazz, followed by male 
Spanish talker, // 1107, “Radio Cinco” ID by female Spanish speaker at 2030 

1134  Spain, various, COPE, often there 10/19, 1920 – 2000 with fast male Spanish talkers 
interfering with Croatia

1134  Croatia, Rasinovac, Hrvatske Radio, 10/19, 1920 – 2000, romantic male singer 
accompanied by mandolin (sometimes more than one?), later several songs each with a male 
singer, and just before the top of the hour a female singer, all w/ mandolin accompaniment, often 
with interference from Spain COPE by fast Spanish talkers, “Hrvatske Radio” ID (“Hrvatske” 
was usually difficult to understand but the last part “Radio” was usually clear at the top of every 
hour), strange time pips at the top of every hour were elongated and only one every three seconds

1143  Italy, various, RAI Radio 1, 10/19, // 1062 (weak), and 1575 (strong), 1958 and later, male 
an female Italian talkers including some short musical background, with Spain COPE way in the 
background or faded completely

1143  Spain, various, COPE, presumed, 1019, 1958 and later, way under Italy or faded

1152  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 1, 10/22, 0100, time pips, followed by RNE 1 interval 
signal, // 855, 2008 Eu-Af MW Guide lists this as Radio Nacional 5

1161  Bulgaria, various (primarily St. Zagora), Radio Horizont, 10/22, Bulgarian national 
anthem beginning about 2100, mixing with Spain female talker, Egyptian middle East music, and 
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Iranian chanter, transmitter off at the end of the anthem, Eu-Af MW Guide gives sign off as 2200 
which is consistent with 2100 because Bulgaria is on daylight savings time until October 26 per 
2008 WRTH

1161  Spain, San Sebastián, Euskadi Irratia, 10/22, ~2100, // 1197, female talker mixing with 
Bulgaria, Iran, and Egypt

1161  Iran, Abadan, VOIRI, 10/22, 2058 – 2103 and later, // 1080, Arabic male chanting slow 
presumably the Qur'an, //, mixing with Bulgaria, Spain, and Egypt

1161  Egypt, Tanta, Mid-Delta Radio, presumed, 10/22, 2100 and later, lively middle East music 
and female singer, mixing with Bulgaria, Spain, and Iran

1170  United Arab Emirates, Al-Dhabbaya, Radio Sawa, 10/20, 2010 and later, lively male 
Arabic singer with drums and violins followed by “Radio Sawa” ID by woman, then a male 
Arabic talker, similar music and talk heard on other days at similar times

1179  Sweden, Stockholm, Radio Sweden, 10/25, 2129:30 ID “Radio Sweden, Stockholm,” and 
then into 30 minute English language program, news and commentary, for the most part strong 
and clear, but with occasional weak signals underneath sounding like Canary Islands, Germany, 
and Spain

1188  Hungary, various, MR4, 10/25, 0230, Hungarian national anthem sung by choir 
accompanied by orchestra with dominant violins, followed by semi-classical violin solos, one 
orchestral selection, with an occasional female talker, at times very strong, faded away by 0300, 
note that the national anthem did not sound exactly like any of the ones on line which I listened 
to, but then they were all different (did not sound exactly like each other), different arrangements 
I suppose

1197  United Kingdom, various, Absolute Radio, 10/22, 1930 and later, listed as Virgin 1215 by 
Eu-Af MW Guide, // 1215 Absolute Radio generally underneath Spain

1197  Spain, Vitoria, Euskadi Irratia, 10/22, 1930 and later, // 1071, four piano note interval 
signal which was the last four notes of the first part of the interval signal in the on line list was 
heard at 2158 and 2258, but not at 2058, a brief announcement by a male was heard at the top of 
the hour, but no ID, then a short interval signal type musical piece which finished with the last 
three notes of the interval signal in the on line list, female talker after the top of the hours, male 
talkers at other times

1206  France, Bordeaux-Néac, France Info, there most of the time every afternoon and night 
while at Quoddy House 10/19 - 10/25

1206  Israel, Akko, Reshet Dalet (Program D), // 1026, middle East style male singer 
accompanied by middle East style music appeared several times on 10/19 and 10/23, not heard 
before 2230 or after 2330, under France Info on all occasions

1215  United Kingdom, various, Absolute Radio, 10/22, 1930 until well into the wee hours, 
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rock and roll and talk, numerous “Absolute Radio” ID's, never heard any mention of Virgin 1215 
per Eu-Af MW Guide, several other stations on 1215 mostly underneath

1215  Spain, various, COPE network, 10/22, 1945 and later, mostly fading up and down under 
Absolute Radio, occasionally in the clear when Absolute Radio faded

1215  Kaliningrad, Bolshakovo, Voice of Russia / Russian International Radio, presumed, 
10/19, ~2000 and later, man began speaking in Russian shortly after 2000, mixing with a weak 
UK, Spain temporarily absent, 2012 male and female Russian talkers mixing with Spain and a 
weak UK, 2200+ male Russian talker

1215.650  Albania, Fllakë, China Radio International, 10/21, 2056 a brief announcement of 
undetermined content was heard, followed by oriental music, and then by an open carrier until an 
interval signal (not in the on line list) began at 2101, followed by “China Radio International” 
spoken by a man and “Radio China (?) ( not sure of the middle word) International” spoken by a 
woman, then by a woman speaking in presumed Serbian, later faded up with a male and female 
speaking Chinese about 2140 - 2145, perhaps a Chinese language lesson, followed by a woman 
presumably speaking Serbian and two (or more?) EZ listening musical selections, then a short 
Oriental instrumental music selection and transmitter off at 2200, sign on and sign off times 
agree with Eu-AF MW guide taking into account daylight savings time

1224  Bulgaria, Vidin, Radio Bulgaria, 10/19, fading in and out 2030 to after 2100, at first male 
talker presumed in Bulgarian per Eu-Af MW Guide or Albanian per EIBI, later female talker to 
about 2059:17,  Radio Bulgaria interval signal similar to the one by the same name in the on line 
list starting about 2059:47 consisting of two distinct parts, the first sounding somewhat like 
chimes, but not chimes, rather several instruments with at least one wind instrument, repeated 
once, then a second part of the interval signal sounding like trumpets with a bass stringed 
instrument, repeated three times as determined by listening again on 10/20 at 2100 (too many 
signals at 2100 on 10/19 to make an exact count the first time), 10/21, ~2100, same interval 
signal as described above which faded by the end of the interval signal, later “Radio Bulgaria” 
ID by female announcer faded up about 2110

1224  Spain, COPE network, various, 10/19, 2030 and later, mixing it up with the other Spain 
and Bulgaria

1224  Spain, San Sebastián, Herri Irratia, 10/19, 2030 and later mixing it up with the other Spain 
(COPE) and Bulgaria 

1233 Belgium, Rocourt, Pure FM, presumed, 10/22, 2255, easy listening rock and roll, English 
singer, not // Absolute Radio 1215

1242  France, Marseille-Cabriès-Réaltor, France Info, 10/22, instrumental Gone With The Wind 
faded up about 0058, very last part (distinctive 6 notes) of the France Info interval signal per the 
on line list , then into a female talker, presumed in French, but by then too weak to determine; 
10/21, presumed the one, 2220, male and female French talkers

1251  Libya, Tripoli, Voice of Africa, 10/19, 10/20, 10/21, 10/22, typically from before 2000 to 
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late into the night UCT, Great Jamahiriyah Radio interval signal per the on line list and similar to 
Big Ben Chimes at somewhat more than 15 minutes after the hour, namely ~2016:40 and 
~2116:40, followed by 3 time pips, strange, programming consisted mainly of Arabic male and 
female talkers, some Arabic singing accompanied by middle East music

1251  Portugal, various, Rádio Sim, 10/21, 2008 and later “Anything You Want (You Got It)” 
by Karel Gott, // 963 and 594, growl due to unsynchronized synchros, way under Libya

1269  Germany, Neumünster, Deutschlandfunk, presumed, 10/24, male and female German 
talkers 0336 and later

1278  France, Sélestat, France Bleu / France Bleu Elsass, 10/21, 0208 and later, // 1494

1287  Spain, various, SER, 10/24, 2059:30 and later, SER interval signal followed by male and 
female Spanish talkers

1296  Spain, Castellar, presumed, 10/24, male Spanish talker with time pips at 2200

1296  United Kingdom, Langley Mill (Birmingham), Radio XL, 10/22, 0203 “Radio XL” ID 
and into weather by a woman in British English

1296  Sudan, Reiba, 10/22, 0007 female singer in Arabic accompanied by middle East music, 
faded after a few minutes, 0023 male and female singers (alternating) in Arabic accompanied by 
middle East music, sounding more like Indian singers, faded after a few minutes, 0025 female 
singer in Arabic accompanied by middle East music including drums, violins, flute, and wind 
instrument, with similar programming until at least 0335, found again 10/26 with similar 
programming during the same time period

1305  Spain, various, Radio Nacional 5 per Eu-Af MW Guide, 10/20, with time pips at 0200 
followed by Radio Nacional 1 interval signal per the on line list 

1314  Spain, Radio 5, various, “Radio Cinco” ID, 10/19, 2030

1323  Germany, Wachenbrunn, Voice of Russia, 10/19, French service sign on started at 1958 
with Russian anthem followed by Pictures At An Exhibition chimed interval signal, and into 
male and female French talkers, again 10/25, “Voice of Russia” ID in English at 0720

1332  Iran, Tehran, Radio Tehran, 10/22, presumed, male singing (chanting?) in Farsi or Arabic 
accompanied by middle East music first noted 0123, some bad splatter and mixing in with one or 
two others, gone after about 2 minutes, noted again at 0200, then faded, then back way 
underneath presumed Romania with Christian chanting at 0203

1332  Romania, Galati,  Radio România Actualitata, 10/23, just before 2100 “ Radio România 
Actualitata” ID followed by the second part of the  interval signal per the on line list , then 
talking, presumably news including a mention of “ Radio România,” more talking, the last part 
of the interval signal again, and into music at 2106
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1341  United Kingdom, Lisnagarvey, BBC Radio Ulster, 10/24, 0000 and later, I finally dug a 
“BBC Ulster” out of the mess at 0300, but “5 Live” ID was heard at 0200, 10/22

1359  Spain, Arganda del Rey (Madrid), Radio Nacional 1, 10/20, 0200, Radio Nacional time 
pips and RNE 1 interval signal

1368  United Kingdom, Foxdale, Manx Radio, 10/22, 0200, “This is Manx Radio” ID appeared 
out of a jumble of signals

1386  Lithuania, Sitkunai, Radio Baltic Waves International, relay of China Radio International, 
10/23, ~1945 – 2100, 1945 oriental style instrumental music, 1950 female talker briefly, maybe 
in Chinese (weak), back to music, faded, 1959:30 oriental music surfaced, ~2000 “From Beijing, 
this is CRI, China Radio International,” then presumably an ID in Chinese, then the news by 
male announcers in American and British accented English, later faded, but still later back again 
with male and female English announcers, a weak het was observed on 1384.7 approximately 
;again, 10/24, 2059:20,  male English “RCI” ID followed shortly by female English “RCI” ID, 
they faded up from mild splatter, and then faded down again; and again, presumed 10/25, 2057 – 
20-59, English – Chinese lessons, faded at the top of the hour

1394.63  Albania, Fllakë, Trans World Radio, 10/19, faded up 1927 with male singer assumed in 
Serbian, followed by male and female talkers assumed in Serbian, faded down, then female 
singer becoming very clear at 1942 assumed in Serbian, then a short musical interlude, followed 
by Trans World Radio interval signal just before 1945, then into male talker assumed in 
Hungarian, good at 1950 but weakened through top of the hour, no interval signal noted, female 
singer assumed in Hungarian becoming good at 2007 (the frequency has been given given as 
1394.83 by several other in recent years, so apparently it has drifted somewhat recently)

1404  Corsica, Ajaccio, France Bleu / Radio Corsa Frequenza Mora, 10/21, 2338 and later, rock 
and roll in American accented English and songs in French, // 1494

1404  France, 10/21, 2338 and later, male and female French talkers, // 1494

1422  Algeria, Alger, R. Coran, presumed, 10/24 0530 and later, male Arabic talker and chanter

1422  Germany, Heusweiler, Deutschlandfunk, presumed, 10/24, 0530 and later, male and 
female German talker

1431 Djibouti, Arta, Radio Sawa, 10/25, “Radio Sawa” ID by female at 1915, followed by 
presumed news with male and female Arabic talkers, heard from before 1900 to well after 2100, 
programming was mainly singing in Arabic accompanied by middle East music, sounded pop to 
me, with occasional male and female Arabic talkers, but also included a selection by American 
Idol David Archuleta and what sounded like Arabic or African language rap, heard many times 
while at Quoddy Head, I would never have heard this in a million years in Louisiana, very clear 
reception on peaks

1440  Luxembourg, Marnach, China Radio International, 10/19, from 2058 to after 2225, heard 
first in passing at about “2223 on the Perseus 10/19 recording” (actual time about 11 am 12/15) 
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with UK weather by a male announcer with British accent, “back pedaled” through Perseus 
recordings to just before 2100, French programming noted at 2058 with mention of Beijing by 
male French talker followed by a brief interlude of oriental music, then a longer undetermined 
musical interlude, 2100 sign on of China Radio International English service with “China Radio 
International” ID and other information by man with American accent, including mention of the 
CRI program being in cooperation with RTL Luxembourg, then “China Radio International” ID 
again by man with British accent, and into news with a mix of British and American accents, but 
mainly British, much of the time this English service of CRI from Luxembourg was like a local 
station on my BOG 

1449  Libya, Misurata, Voice Of Great Homeland, presumed, 10/22, brief appearances of male 
Arabic talker beginning at 2000, strong for a few minutes around 2030, middle East music and 
Arabic singer 2038 and later, mostly strong, with some fades, to at least 2113 when I moved on 

1458  UNID, Several different stations here 10/24 at 2038, impossible to hear anything here 
without phasing, apparently some of the stations are UK, I will come back to this later

1467  France, Roumoules, Trans World Radio, 10/22, from about 1950 to after 2130, male and 
female talkers in unknown languages, TWR interval signal repeated several times about 2015, 
www.arabicprograms.org ,which is a TWR web site for their Arabic programming, mentioned 
about 2130, so maybe some of the previous programming was Arabic, but the language did not 
sound like or contain music like I hear on Arabic stations

1467  Iran, Isfahan, presumed, man chanting Qur'an 10/22, from about 0130 to just before 0200, 
never very strong

1476  Austria, Wien-Bisamberg, Radio Afrika International, faded up 10/21, 1959, with African 
singing accompanied by African music, then a man in English thanked his guests from Ghana 
and Nigeria, followed by a “Radio Africa International” ID in English and then another “Radio 
Africa International” in what sounded like a French accent, followed by a woman speaking in 
Austrian, perhaps the news, this does not agree with the Eu-Af MW Guide schedule; the next 
evening, on 10/22, presumed, noted with polka music and male talker between 2100 and 2130

1494  Corsica, Bastia, France Bleu / Radio Corsa Frequenza Mora, 10/26, 0012, “France Bleu” 
ID by man in French, EZ listening rock and roll, often in English, with some jazz, // 864, over 
and under France, various, France Info, male and female French talkers; 10/21, 2338 and later, 
rock and roll in American accented English and EZ listening songe in French, // 1404, France 
Info underneath France Bleu

1494  France, various, France Info, 10/26, 0012, male and female French talkers over and under 
France Bleu; 10/21, 2338 and later, male and female French talkers, // 1404

1503  Spain, Radio Nacional 5, various, Piñeira (Monforte de Lemos) and La Línea de la 
Concepción, 10/21, male and female Spanish talkers from 2345 tune in looking for Iran

1503  Iran, Bushehr, presumed, 10/21, 2358, male chanting Qur'an assumed in Arabic, 
numerous brief appearances into 10/22, appearances getting stronger and longer, by 0126 clear 
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and strong over Spain lasting over 6 minutes before fading, slow chanting with pauses between 
chanting

1512  Saudi Arabia, Jeddah, presumed, 10/19,  checked many times 1937 – 2100 , male 
presumably chanting the Qur'an in Arabic, signal was never really good except for occasional 
brief peaks

1521  Saudi Arabia, Duba, presumed, 10/21, always there at good strength beginning several 
hours before sunset, program content seems to be mainly a male Arabic talker, sometimes male 
and female, interspersed with Arabic singers accompanied by violins, drums, sometimes other 
string instruments and/or woodwinds

1530  Romania, Mahmudia,  România Cultural, 10/20, 0256:20 the Romanian national anthem 
sung a capella by male and female choir faded up, mixing with Vatican City and São Tomé e 
Príncipe, Eu-Af MW Guide lists sign on as 0600, but surely that is a typo (other Romanians have 
listed sign on as ~0355 which is consistent with ~0255 sign on because of daylight savings time 
until October 26)

1530  Vatican City, Santa Maria di Galeria, Vatican Radio, 10/19, 2059, Vatican interval per the 
on line list repeated twice, followed by a female Italian talker after 2100, 2103 male Italian 
talker, faded down and then faded up from 2122 to 2134 with religious chanting, presumably 
Mass in Latin, interval signal again at 2200, appeared off and on throughout the night and early 
morning hours, mixing with Romania and  São Tomé e Príncipe about 0300

1530  São Tomé e Príncipe, Pinheira, Voice of America, 10/20, 0258, VOA interval signal 
faded up and was repeated at least twice, mixing with Romania and Vatican City, according to 
Eu-Af MW Guide this is the sign on of an English language program, but no English on channel 
could be associated with VOA (too many English signals on 1530); several days later 10/26, 
~0500 VOA interval signal noted several times, according to Eu-Af MW Guide this is the sign 
on of a Hausa language program, but the VOA signal was too weak to identify the language

1539  United Arab Emirates, VOA Radio Aap Ki Dunyaa, Al-Dhabbaya, presumed, 2234 with 
female Indian singer and Indian music, later with 2 male talkers in Indian language, probably 
Urdu, but not Hindi, 2256 Arabic music, then 2315 with Indian music again, with male and 
female talkers in Indian language, probably Urdu, clear reception would not have been possible 
without phasing

1548 Moldova, Grigoriopol, Voice of Russia, 10/19, 1952 and later, Pictures At An Exhibition 
chimes interval signal at 1959:54, longer instrumental version of PAAE interval signal after short 
announcement at the top of the hour, programming was male and female talkers in various Slavic 
languages assumed, with some classical music, fading up and down, sometimes over or under 
Kuwait, chimes interval signal heard again at 2129:17, IBOC took over from just before 2200 
and for the remainder of the evening

1548  Kuwait, Kuwait City, Radio Sawa, presumed, 10/19, middle East male singer with music 
first noted 1957, programming was male singers in Arabic and male Arabic talkers, fading up 
and down, sometimes over or under Moldova, signal peaks gaining in strength as the evening 
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progressed, fadedup way over Moldovia ~2145, ruined by IBOC from just before 2200 and for 
the remainder of the evening

1548  Sri Lanka, Trincomalee, Deutsche Welle, presumed, 10/22, first noted as a SAH on 
Kuwait about 0000, female German talker faded up about 0002 with Kuwait faded and the faded 
down again after a few minutes, male German talker faded up about 0008 with Kuwait faded and 
the faded down again after a few minutes, at times mixing with Kuwait

1548 Moldova, Grigoriopol, Trans World Radio, 10/26, appeared just after 0100 in French way 
over presumed Kuwait without a sign on while I was looking for Sri Lanka again, TWR interval 
signal at 0130, still way over Kuwait

1557  France, Nice-Fontbonne, France Info, presumed, male French talkers, 10/24, 1952
 
1566  Benin, Trans World Radio, Parakou, 10/19, about 2035 came back to a carrier I had found 
earlier, and now found what I thought was an open carrier, so I sat there and waited until about 
2037 when a religious interval signal started ... it took only a moment to identify Benin based on 
the interval signal, later coming up from a fade at 2159:30 an African music interval signal, then 
at 2159:48 a man said, “This is The International Voice Of Trans World Radio Benin,” followed 
by a French male announcer presumably saying the same thing, all three repeated several times 
until splatter covered 1566 again

1566  United Kingdom, Taunton, BBC Radio 5 Live, 10/26, mainly English male talkers 0100 
and later fading in and out with presumed Country Sound, “BBC Radio” ID at 0131, quite good 
at times for 630 watts

1566  United Kingdom, Peasmarsh (Guildford), Country Sound, presumed, 10/26, 0100 and 
later, fading in and out with contemporary music and mixing it up with BBC Radio, very good 
for 750 watts

1575  United Arab Emirates, Radio Farda, Al Dhabiya, presumed, 10/24, 2335 and later, 
Arabic (?) music with country and western sounding violin, then more traditional middle East 
music with violins and two female singers

1575  Italy, various, RAI Radio 1, 10/22, 2050 and later, mostly male Italian talkers, one short 
musical selection, interval signal at ~2100 consisting of part of RAI Radio 1 interval signal in the 
on line list , // 1062, mixing with Spain SER various; again 10/23, 2011 and later, // 1062, male 
and female talkers with background music, ~2018 female adult and female child talkers, no echo 
heard on 1575; again 10/22, 2101 and later, faded up with male Italian talker, followed by female 
Italian talker, // 1116

1584  Ceuta, Ceuta, Radiolé Costa del Estrecho, presumed, 10/19, 1942 and later, slow song by 
female in Spanish, Spain SER underneath with fast male talkers in Spanish

1593  Kuwait, Kuwait City, VOA, presumed, 10/22, 0010 to about 0030, male announcer 
speaking American accented English, rock and roll music, IBOC interference kept me from 
getting more details
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Quoddy Head DXpedition

Dallas Lankford, 10/19/08 – 10/26/08

Quoddy House is located on Quoddy Head, the most Eastern point of land in the continental USA; see the 
photo above which depicts my 250 meter BOG going from Quoddy House to the somewhat elevated 
ocean shoreline.  And Quoddy House is the furtherest East privately owned house in the continental USA. 
There is a red striped light house and red roofed light keeper's house at the end of the road near the lower 
right margin of the photo above.

I planned to have two BOG's laid down by dusk 10/19, one 250 meters long aimed NE and one 175 
meters long aimed N.  I arrived at Quoddy House about noon, earlier than I expected, ate a bite of lunch, 
and  started laying the BOG's down.

It is a good thing I started early.  The BOG's were operational by 3 pm EDT (1900 UTC) and I was doing 
a little casual listening to domestics in 6 kHz BW AM mode when I came across a big het on 1520.  So I 
changed to 3 kHz BW USB and tuned 1521.  There was Saudi Arabia virtually in the clear.  In 20+ years 
of listening in Louisiana and Texas I gave gotten clear 1521 Saudi Arabia audio exactly once.  To do it 
here at Quoddy Head, Maine at 3:15 pm EDT some 2.5 hours before sunset was amazing to me. 
Presumably ECNA DXers find this ho hum.  One of my targets is Nagpur 1566, so I dialed that as soon as 
I got Perseus recording in 1600 kHz BW mode centered at 930 kHz (130 – 1730).  Right away I saw a 
carrier on the Perseus display, but no audio surfaced, so I chased up and down the band like a kid in a 
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candy store.  Incredible, just incredible!  You will never hear anything like this in Louisiana or Texas 
where I have done most of my MW DXing over the past 50+ years, and especially not in the middle of 
the afternoon with the sun shining brightly.  I returned to 1566 about 2035 and found what I thought was 
an open carrier.  So I sat there and waited..  In a minute or two an interval signal started.  It took only a 
moment to identify Benin.  Unbelievable!!  My DXped has just begun and I have logged a station that I 
would never hear in Louisiana.  As they used to say, far out!  The remainder of the 10/19 session was 
stunning to me, even if most of my loggings would be considered routine by ECNA DXers.  Of course, I 
need time (which I don't have right now) to carefully go back through the recordings and be sure of what I 
think I have heard.  For all I know there may be more diamonds in the rough.

Now I am writing this back in Louisiana where I spent the morning of 10/29 going through parts of the 
recordings I made with Perseus at Quoddy House on 10/19-20.  The (partial) log immediately below 
describes parts of what I heard.  I already mentioned Benin and Mozambique above, and now add to that 
Djibouti 1431 (below), plus the others which with the exception of Saudi Arabia 1521 have never been 
heard by me before in Louisiana or Texas.  Without Perseus, very little of this would have been possible. 
In the past, you couldn't be in two places at once.  Now you can!

10/20 morning...  The Asia BOG was a bust.  Nothing.  But then I discovered the the Asia BOG was 
broken about 33 meters from the antenna transformer.  So I fixed it and am waiting for the morning of 
10/21.

10/20 afternoon...TA's started arriving before 1900, but nothing spectacular caught my attention.  Of 
course, I need to check the recordings carefully, which I can't do while I am recording.

10/21 morning...  The Asia BOG was a bust again.  Nothing.  I am giving up on the Asia BOG and will 
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put up a loop and active whip phased array to see how they compare to the 250 meter European and 
African BOG.

10/21 Before I started recording this afternoon I listened to some of the WAV files from 10/19.   When I 
came across the following it blew my mind.  Presumed Mozambique, 1026 Emissor Provincial Manica, 
Chimoio // 873 Delegacao de Beira, Beira, Portuguese male talkers, 1026 in the clear except for 
occasional heavy domestic splatter, 873 w/ several fighting it out, from 2037 on, hets as early as 1945 but 
too weak for audio.  The loop is a 20 meter square of #18 stranded hung in a fir tree, with 1:1 balun 
matching the loop to 33 meters of coax, in turn connected to a 10 dB gain Norton push-pull amplifier 
inside the house, and then to my latest passive phaser, the active whip is my simplified push-pull output 
design w/ 33 meters twin lead feeding my latest passive phaser, and the phaser output amplified by 
another 10 dB gain Norton push-pull amp.  I believe it was Mark Connelly who first observed that a 
phased broadband loop and active vertical at a seaside location is virtually as good as a beverage.  I would 
go a slight step beyond and say that at some seaside locations a phased broadband loop and vertical array 
is generally slightly better and in some cases much better than a beverage because of reduced splatter, 
except for very weak signals where the superior BOG signal to man made noise ratio makes it the winner 
(which is especially the case before sundown).  I did observe, however, a few cases where the BOG also 
beat the phased array after sundown.  So it seems that neither is universally better than the other before or 
after sunset.  On the other hand is it really fair to compare phased arrays with a single beverage?  I don't 
think the answer will surprise anyone.  

There are some who have claimed that a pair of phased broadband loops using a delay line phaser is 
superior to all other phased arrays and all beverages.  Not true in my experience for several reasons.  For 
example, they claimed that the 2-loop and delay phaser need be set only once, and only adjusted slightly 
thereafter, while other phased arrays do not perform similarly.  Nonsense.  After I adjusted my loop and 
whip array once at mid band for best TA reception, further adjustment at other frequencies up and down 
the MW band gave little or no improvement.  And it should be obvious to even the casual observer that no 
small antenna or small antenna array will beat the signal to man made noise ratio of a beverage antenna.  

The ground on Quoddy Head is 
solid rock or soil and rock 
mixture with solid rock not too 
far below, neither of which will 
allow a ground rod of any great 
length.  Before traveling to 
Maine I had discovered that for 
average soil a metal plate 
approximately 2 feet square 
made a receiving antenna ground 
which was about as good as an 8 
foot ground rod.  So I took 
several of these “portable” 
grounds with me and they seem 
to be satisfactory substitutes for 
ground rods at Quoddy House 
when used with BOG's and 
active whips (grounded for noise reduction).  At home in Louisiana they have also worked well with 
inverted L noise reducing antennas and vertical noise reducing antennas.  DO NOT use a portable ground 
for transmitting antennas.  I am using 17” by 17” copper sheet at Quoddy House.  I used these smaller 
dimensions  to conserve space in my airline luggage and USPS shipping containers (to General Delivery 
at the nearby Lubec Post Office).  The figure below illustrates the use of a portable ground with a BOG.
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If it is windy where you use a copper sheet ground, but sure to put a large stone or two on top of the 
copper sheet to prevent the wind from moving it around (and shorting or breaking the antenna transformer 
leads, or whatever).

Equipment here includes two Perseus SDR's (one operational, one for backup), a Clevo D901C laptop 
2.66 quad core CPU, 1.33 FSB, three internal 500 GB HD's, etc., a 2.5 GHz T61 w/ 500 GB internal HD 
for backup, BlacX HD caddy w/ several external HD's totaling several TB's, IOGear eSATA Express 34 
card, assorted antennas and portable grounds (a new invention of mine as described above), passive and 
active phasers, push-pull Norton amps, power supplies, et al.

Already I can see that I will not have sufficient time during this DXped to analyze my recordings 
sufficiently for a thorough preliminary report.  So I will let this be an introduction and leave the bulk of 
the log until later.

The DXped has not finished its third day, and already I am almost three days behind in my listening!

10/22  A rainy cold front with 30 mph wind gusting to 40 mph blew in last night and the wind has 
remained high all day.  The loop quit functioning and the active whip became noisy... not good omens.  I 
spent some time trying to determine the cause of the loop and active whip problems, but all I got for my 
efforts was... cold... very cold.  2155 in from the windy cold where I was setting up phased BOG's, I 
found 1566 Benin with FF preaching.  Exhausted... so I ate supper and then napped until bed time.  It is 
great not to have to listen when you are tired... Perseus recordings will be there later.

10/23  Sunrise brought a crystal clear blue sky, 32º F, and 10 mph wind; nice in view of yesterday's 
weather.  Inspection of the loop transformer revealed one of the leads broke from repeated flexing due to 
metal fatigue during the windy night. The active whip noise was traced to a faulty wall socket.  The 
previous phased BOG's hadn't phased so well, so I replaced the 330 meter E BOG with a 175 meter ENE 
BOG approximately parallel to the 250 meter ENE BOG, with the two spaced about 5 meters apart.  This 
seemed to work much better, but still not as good as I would like.  I suspect that a 2 wire SWA like those 
described by Misek would provide the performance I want.  Maybe next time?  That would be a lot of 
work...  the 2 wires must be 8 feet or so off the ground, and more elaborate transformers must be used. 
But maybe I could dream up a 2-BOG SWA.  Is such a thing possible?  Hmmm...  probably could not be 
done with a Misek SWA laid on the ground because even unterminated BOG's have high front to back 
ratios.  It is informative to read Beverage's discussion of this point in his August 8, 1983 letter to Misek. 
Maybe I will have time tomorrow to try out one of my BOG SWA ideas.
 
10/23 afternoon...  Noted in passing 1179 Sweden EE program w/ R. Sweden ID like a local domestic 
~1900 and later, 1548 presumed Kuwait with male Arabic talker and presumed Moldova male talker in 
undetermined language, perhaps Romanian, ~1940.  I will examine the recordings of these two for 
additional details later.  I have never heard any of these in Louisiana, and probably never will.

10/24 morning...  Another beautiful morning at Quoddy House, an ever so light breeze, 33º F, almost 
cloudless crystal blue sky, a beautiful pasture which contains my 250 meter BOG which streches down to 
the bay which opens into The Grand Manan Channel, which is, I presume, part of the Bay of Fundy.  My 
D901C, Perseus, and other equipment is set up on the dining room table.  Looking out through three large 
old fashioned windows I can see the bay through two of them, and across the bay the town of Lubec, ME 
and the Washington bridge connecting the USA and Canada through the third window.  I have been up 
since first light taking down the loop and active whip and packing them and other surplus equipment to 
mail back to Louisiana today.  I used parts of those antennas to make my first attempt at a BOG SWA. 
We will see how it works this afternoon.
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10/25  I spent early yesterday evening listening to some relatively easy catches (of course, all new to me), 
and continued early this morning with yesterday's recording to listen to Europe dawn enhancement. 
BTW, the dates throughout are the dates at which I was typing.  The following are merely what I 
happened to take a fancy to as I tuned around the MW band and are not nearly everything that was heard 
in passing.

One of my new “Steerable BOG Antenna” (SBA) designs was implemented this morning.  It seem to me 
that an ideal SWB would be two opposed (back to back) BOG's pointed in exactly opposite directions 
with separate grounds and separate lead ins.  The BOG pointed in the “undesired” direction should be 
considerably shorter than the BOG pointed in the “desired” direction, but exactly how much shorter, I 
don't know at this point in time.  However, I did not implement this version because of power lines 100 
meters behind my 250 meter BOG which is pointed at Europe.   Back to back BOG's would require the 
2nd BOG to run underneath the power lines.  Instead, I kludged together 100 meters of lead in consisting 
of 33 meters of twin lead stolen from the active whip, and two 33 meter lengths of UG316 miniature coax 
jumpered together with appropriate BNC adapters.  The twin lead was interfaced with the miniature coax 
using a BOG antenna transformer converted to a 1:1 balun.  And then I ran the 100 meters of lead in 100 
meters of lead in towards the ENE about 5 meters away from and parallel to the Europe-Africa  BOG, and 
then ran a 100 meter BOG back towards the house, parallel to the Europe-Africa BOG, which kept the 
WSW end of the short BOG about 100 meters away from the power lines.  The two SBA lead in were 
connected to one of my highly modified Misek phasers.

Frequently ( but not always) the SBA significantly reduced splatter compared to the 250 meter BOG 
alone, making receptions much clearer which provided more program details, and in some cases signals 
which were inaudible on the BOG alone could be made clearly audible with the SBA by properly 
adjusting my modified Misek phaser.  I did not try my passive phaser with the SBA because it was  wasno 
longer available, having been return shipped by Priority Mail to Louisiana on Friday morning.

The SBA described above has two promising features: (1) when splatter is phased at a particular 
frequency, splatter is often reduced several 100 kHz either side, and (2) reducing splatter at a particular 
frequency does not degrade the performance of the original single BOG.  This means that you can phase 
to your heart's content without fearing that you have messed up some other frequency of your recording. 
Having a considerably shorter 2nd BOG pointed in the opposite direction is what makes this happen. 
Don't quote me on this yet, but I believe that the amplitudes of the signals from the shorter BOG in the 
direction it is pointed should be about equal to the amplitudes of the signals from the longer BOG 
opposite (180º) to the direction it is pointed.

Today I plan to make the short BOG somewhat longer if power line noise does not increase as a result 
and then determine if a longer “short BOG” has improved splatter reduction characteristics when used 
with my modified Misek phaser.

549  Algeria, Les Trembles presumed, faded up 0628, female talking in Arabic 

549 Ireland, Monaghan presumed,“Coast To Coast AM” program announcement in English at ~629:30, 
followed by country western religious music, trading places with Algeria

675  Holland, Lopik, R. Maria, almost certainly the one, 0058 tune in, religious programming, SWB 
inproved audio and in some cases made the signal audible when it was otherwise inaudible on a single 
BOG due to splatter

1026  Spain various presumed,  Spanish talkers 2120, posssibly  Mozambique underneath with female 

21



African singer

1287  UNID, hoping for Israel 2050, but didn't hang around, at least 3 stations here mixing it up, I will 
come back to this later

1323  Germany, Wachenbrunn, Voice of Russia ID in English at 0720

1458  Several different stations here 2038, impossible to hear anything here without phasing, apparently 
some of the stations are UK, I will come back to this later

1494  France various presumed, plus others; most of these would produce no audio without phasing

1539  United Arab Emirates, VOA Radio Aap Ki Dunyaa, Al-Dhabbaya presumed, 2234 with female 
Indian singer and Indian music, later with 2 male talkers in Indian language, probably Urdu, but not 
Hindi, 2256 Arabic music, then 2315 with Indian music again, with male and female talkers in Indian 
language, probably Urdu, clear reception would not have been possible without phasing

1557  France, Nice-Fontbonne presumed, male French talkers 1952
 
1575  United Arab Emirates, Radio Farda, Al Dhabiya presumed, 2335 and later, Arabic (?) (Persian?) 
music with country and western sounding violin, then more traditional mid East music with violins and 
two female singers

Yes, there was more DX from the 10/25-26 session, but not enough time to include it.  By the time one 
takes down several antennas, repacks two boxes of equipment to return mail to LA, goes on line at the 
Lubec Library for a while to receive and send email and to send OJ a current revision of this article to put 
on the Kongsfjord site, designs and implements a SBA, shakes out the bugs, and records, listens, takes 
notes, and writes it up, it has been a long day, night, and following morning.  Whew!  And now we do 
most of it again as this fabulous DXpedition draws to a close.  Tomorrow I will return to Bangor, and the 
day after fly back to Louisiana.

10/28  Barely back in Ruston, LA...  will start listening to recordings as time permits.  The  SBA which 
was implemented 10/25 was not significantly better than previous phased arrays.  The main problem all 
along has been nulling splatter below about 900 kHz, no matter what hind of phased array I used.  But 
there were some indications that was more a matter of multiple splatter sources on a given (single) 
frequency than any defects in the phased arrays.  I guess we can't always have what we want.   I also put 
down a 500 meter BOG pointed due East which hypothetically should give better Southern Africa 
performance, but that seemed not to be the case.  The 250 meter BOG pointed ENE was as good a 
performer for Europe and Africa as the 500 meter BOG pointed due East.  In principle I could have added 
another 500 meters or more to the 500 meter due East BOG, but the underbrush became so fierce that that 
I gave up.  After testing the first SBA briefly for man made noise ~1800 on 10/25, the 100 meter BOG in 
the “undesired” direction was lengthened from 100 meters to 200 meters, with the “active” end only about 
20 meter fro the neighbor's power lines.  Somewhat to my surprise, man made noise was as low as for the 
shorter reverse BOG with active end about 120 meters away from the neighbor's power lines.  But the 
longer reverse BOG did not create a SBA with better low band splatter nulling capability.  Maybe a 
multiple phased array (a phased loop + omni in turn phased against a BOG) would give the desired 
splatter reduction?  Maybe a second trip to Quoddy House is in order?
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Yes, it's me standing in front of Quoddy House.  Here is what Kate and Tony Jans said about their rental 
house in their advertisement .  “As the eastern-most home in the U.S., this 1830's cape is next to Quoddy 
Head State Park. Scenic ocean view, including Lubec and Campobello Island. Privacy on 12 acres of 
fields and beach with hammock in apple orchard. This spot is ideal for bird watchers and nature lovers. 
From the property, several Bald Eagles are daily viewed. Many ducks, woodcock, and deer are active. On 
the bay, fishing boats move in and out of the bay. The night sky is just a dome of stars. Hiking trails of 
varying lengths are either right out the door or within a few minutes drive. Even though the house can 
sleep twelve, it is still very cozy for a couple. No smoking in this home.”  Downstairs there are two 
bedrooms, a kitchen, a dining room, a comfortable living room, and a modern bathroom with shower. 
The kitchen has a modern gas stove, a nice full size refrigerator, a microwave, knives, forks, spoons, 
cooking pots and pans, coffee cups, bowls, plates, and so on, everything you need to have a fully 
functioning kitchen.  There are a clothes washer and a clothes dryer in the basement, but I did not check 
them out.  Washing clothes was not on my list of things to do while at QH.  A furnace with floor vents 
provided excellent heating.  There is even a floor vent in the bathroom which makes taking a shower a 
pleasant experience.  Having been built in the 1830's, the windows and doors are slightly drafty, but no 
more so that many of the houses I lived in while growing up.  If you insist on an air tight modern house, 
and multiple nearby fast food and restaurants, then you probably shouldn't go on a DXpedition anyway. 
You provide the food.  I bought food at a very well stocked supermarket in Machias on the way to QH; 
see the graphic above left.  There is also a smaller supermarket in Lubec, about 6 miles away from 
Quoddy House, which is entirely adequate.
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I set up my equipment on the dining table as shown in the photo above.  From left to right are my D901C 
(running Perseus), one of my highly modified Misek phasers, 
Perseus (mostly underneath a sheet of paper I was using to take 
notes), the D901C power supply and behind them two push-
pull 10 dB gain Norton transformer feedback amplifiers.  There 
is room enough on the dining table for at least a second, and 
maybe a third, setup if a splitter were used.  I am enjoying the 
comfort of a rocking chair as TA's begin to appear ~2000 UTC. 
The living room, in the photo at right, could probably also 
accommodate one or two SDR's either via a separate BOG or 
from a splitter in the adjacent dining room.   I brought some 
foam insulation strips with me to seal the bottom of the window 
in the upper left hand corner of the dining room photo  where I 
ran coax and twin lead over the window sill to the outside.  I 
also used foam insulation strips to stop air flow at the top of the 
lower pane.  I also bought a 50 foot 3-wire extension cord and 3 prong to two prong adapter at a hardware 
store in Bangor.  The only 3 prong outlet in QH was in the kitchen, which is adjacent to the dining room, 
so my precautions were well advised.  I also brought a multiple socket outlet with me in my luggage, 
which also was needed.  There was one two prong dual wall socket in the dining room, but it had an 
intermittent.  

Europe and Africa are thataway.  Campobello Island is the land to the top left on the horizon.  Quoddy 
Head extends another 800 meters or so to the East from where I am standing.  My 250 meter ENE BOG 
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ran down the open field towards the opening from the Lubec Channel into the  Bay of Fundy, the small 
strip of open water in the top center of the photo.  At present there are no privately owned houses to the 
East of Quoddy house, but a small strip of land next to the tree line was recently sold to a private 
individual.  So change at Quoddy House may be in the offing.

25


